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If This bibliography has been compiled an part of a continuing sorius designed

-to make information on relevant dissertations available to users of the ERlG

system. MOnthly Issues of Dissertation Abstracts International) are reviewed in

order to complle abstracts of dissertations on related topics, which tbus become

accessible in searches of the ERIC data base. Ordertng information for the dis-
nertations themselves is included at the end of the bibliography.

Abstract:8 of the following dissertations are included in thin collection:

Burron, Kenneth Earl Mendak, Peggy Ann ,

AN INVESWATION OF A HIERARCHY OF
PURPOSES FOR READING ASIGNMENTS
APPLIED TO SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES

Candal, Patricia Elaine-Tanner

AN INVESTIGATION OF THE EFFECTS OF
SENTENCE7COMBINING PRACTICE ON THE
READING COMPREHENSION OF NINTH
GRADE STUDENTS

C, Compton, Myrna Jean Nelson

.THE EFFECTS OF VALUES CLARIFICATION
UPON-READING ACHIEVEMENT, BIOLOGY
CONTENT ACHIEVEMENT, COGNITIVE
LEVELS OF DEVELOPMENT AND EXPRESSIVE
LANGUAGE, AND OTHER FACTORS

$

Goldberg, Kay Ellen

BISENSORY MEMORY FOR CONCRETE AND
ABSTRACT NOUNS TN DISABLED AND
NORMAL READERS

.Klein, Adria Fay

THE EFFECT OF AN ECLECTIC READING .

LABORATORY PROGRAM ON SECONDARY
SCHOOL STUDENTS

Kneen, Mary Jane -

A COMPARISON OF-TRE EFFECTS OF TWO
TYPES OP ADVANCE ORGANIZERS ON COM-
PREHENSION-OF A RBADING TASK

-Livingston, Roberta Ann McClarin

EFFECTS OF TRANSACTIOVAL EVALUATION
ON READING ATTITUDES AND ACHIEVEMENT
9F HIGH.SCHOOL STUDENTS PARTICIPAT-
ING IN, AN INTERDISCIPLINARY READING
PROGRAM

THE SYLLABLE OR VOCALIC CENTER GROUP
AS A FACTOR OF WORD PERCEPTION

Nielsen, Karen Elva Jacobsen

AN INSERVICE MANUAL FOR TEACHING CONTEr
READING SKILLS: GRADES TEN TO TWELVE

Paterra, Mary Elizabeth Cecelia

THE EFFECT OF CONFIR4ATION-9F ANSWERS
ON COMPREHENSiON IN READINO(-,

71/

Slansky,'Jill Ann Newman

THE EFFECTIVENESS- OF STUDY SKILLS
INSTRUCTION FOR SEVENTH GRADERS

Smith, Sharon I.4,rin

LEARNING FROM READING AT THE SECONDARY

LEVEL: AN INVESTIGATION INTO COGNITIVE .

OPERATIONS EMPLOYED IN THE RECONSTRUC-
TIOR OF TEXT CONTENT

Tanner, Michael Lowell

THE EFFECT OF HIGH AND LOW INTEREST ON
THE READING MISCUES, STRATEGIES AND
.BEHAVIORS OF SECONDARY STUDENTS WHILE
READING'AMERICAN HISTORY MATERIALS:

Wiley, Mary Lu Deatbn

A STUDY OF THE EFFECTS 017 TRAINING IN

THE SKILL OF TAKING NOTES FROM WRITTEN
MATERIAL ON SEVENTH,GRADE STUDENTS

Winn, Wynonalliela

COMPARISON OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT IN
SELECTED'READING PROGRAMS AND THEIR

.IMPACT ON LEARNING



AiNVESTICA TioN OF A --1111.-RARC11Y OF PURPOSLS FOR
READING ASNIGNNILNIS Al'I'l 11.1) TO NI:( ONDARY
SI UDIES Order No 80044 38

B(JRRON, Kt tostt111 EARL. 1:1) I) Univers/O. of Northern.('olorodo. )979
13812p

The purpose of this study was to investigate the existence of a hierarchy
df purposes foi reading assignments in secondary social studies lbe

_hierarch} which was investigated was postulated as (1) R carting to list
simple data (i) Reading to answer data based questions (3) Reading to
group data (4) Reading w rank amona data (5) Reading to defeat Or
refute (6) Reading to identif1 a theme (7) Reading in or der to csahiate ar
react

The assumption that the les els of-the hierarchy wete ordered In an order
of ascending complen} was exploted

A test passage tele\ ant to-socral studies content in the (meet population
atea was constructed tis the ins estigalor qiiestions directed at eat Ii level of
the hierarchy of purposes were developea by the investigator the validity
of the questions was assessed by graduate students in leading Responses lo
the questions %Ade developed by the ins eshgatoi emplos ing a pool of
acceptable responses as pros ided by social studies teachers fartithar with the
matenals of the investigation

. Subjects were fifty-six tenth grade students tom the Rive! Fast School
Division in Wumipeg. Canada Subjects were students at a comniehensive
high school in the Division. which was characterued as I epresentarie of the
socio-economic characteristics of.the Divisinn

The materials were administered to the sdhjects by classroom leathers in
early May. 1979 Subjects read the passage and respondeal to the questions
Subjects were alloWçd to refer to the passage as they responded to the
questions Responses were esaluated by the investigator

Data were analyzed in the following manner lbe total number of
correct responses arteach level was tabulated The total number of instances
where the subject had responded correctly to all preceding questions as well
as the question at a given level was then determined The total numberof
cOrrect responses consistent with the hierarchy was then compared to the
total number of correct responses at eac'h level. If 80 percent of the subjects
who responded correctly to a question at a given level had also respbnded
correctly to all of the questions at the preceding levels, that lex el the
hierarchy was considered supported Further, if 75 percent of the subjects
followed the pattern of the hierarchy, the hierarchy itself was considered
Supported Data was illustrated in tables

The first four levels met the 80 percent criterion tnd were supported.
Levels 5, 6, and 7 did not meet the 80 percent cnterion and were not
supported Less than 75 percent of the subjects conformed to the pattern of
the hierarchy, thus the hierarchy was not supported

The following conclusions were draw. (I) Students who cin function
at Level 1 of tlfe hierarchy ain also function at I evel 2 tif the hierarchy
(2) Level 3 of the hierarch} represents a transition in the demands placed -
upon a student's comprehension ability. (3) 1,e,vel 4 and succeeding levels

of ttUt hierarchy plact greater demands upon a student's comprehension
ability than do Levels.1, 2, and 3 (4) There is an apparent relationship
regarding the ability to function successfully at Levelg 1 through 4 as
ordered in the hierarchy However, it is qutstionable whether successful
functioning at a given level is contingent ution successful functioning at the
preceding lev-Ms. (5) Levels 4. 5, 6. and 7 are not functional within the
hierarchy in their present ordef.. (6) The last four levels of the hierarchy
appear lobe equally difficult: however, successful student functioning at
these levels does not appear to be interrelated (7) There is little basis for
claiming the existence on the hierarchy of purposes for reatling assignments
as postulated.

rat

'AN LNVESTIGA1'ION OF THE EFFECTS OF SENTENCE.
COMBLNLNG PRAeTICE ON THE READING COMPREHENSION
OF NINTH GRADE StUDENTS , Order No. 801127, i

CANDAL, PAntICIA ELAINE TANNER, ED. D. University ofSouth Carolinl,
1979. 88pp. Major Professor: tir Richard 14 Kherlopian

This investigation examined the effects of literlre-relNed sentenCe-
combining exercises on the reading comprehension of nintli grade stUdents.
The purpose of this investigation was to determine whether sentence/
combining practice, utilizing exercises constructed to accompany the
literature being studied, would affect feading comprehension ability of
ninth grade students. Reading comprehension was defined as me*red by
Test I of the Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test (SDRT), Level Ill'and a
close test of fifth word deletion.

a

Ihe sublet ts lor this stud stile gt) ninth grade students whose c lasses .

were randomb awgited to expeninentaranil control groups !be
experimental gr oup «nitamed 41 suhlects, the control group contained 46
whirr ts -

In order to exanune the ellecis of literature !elated \einem c winbining
practice on renting coutpruhension of ninth grade students, the
experimental group receit rl sl evi% of intcnsisc prar (ice in combining
groups of kernel Scnitnnri n's related to the htriature studied by both the
expenmental group and the owl ol group A r ombination of signaled and
open sentence onihming exerriscs \sett! iised as stimulus materials fa-khe
experimental group 1 he ronnol gtouji jet ersed rio scMcnCe onnbunng
practice

following the pentol of treattnent, both the experimental rind the
control group \sec. gis en I orm 11 of the Stanlord Diagnostic Readmg Test
(SDRT) I es el III and I. or iii B of a CI 0/I; test of fifth word deletion

The basic expenmental design for this study was a Pretest Posttest
Control Group Design the effect of literature related sentence combining
practice-on reading comprehension of-ninth grade students was evaluated
using posttest results from SIMI and C1_0/ Ir. I he two dependent
measures were statistically analyed by analysis of crivanance (A NCOVA)
with pretest mean scones as cos anfates. Analysis of yatiance (A NO VA) was
conducted for each dependent vanable to determine the degree of similarity
between the experimental gtoups and the control group poor to ANCOVA

Analysis of the data received from this investigation yielded the
following results: (1) Ninth grade students exposed to literature related
sentence combining practice did not score significantly higher on Test I of
the Stanford ihagnostic Reading Test (SDR-I) L.evel Ill (Form than

ninth grade students who were not Ccposed to literature related sentence-
combining practice (2) Ninth grade students exposed to liter ature-related
sentencecombining practice dad not Score significantly higher oil 'Clore

posttest of filth word deletion than nintkgrade students who were not
exposed to lueratuie r elated sentence combirUnginactiee

Interpretation of the results permitted the following conclusions:
(1) Literature-related sentence-combining practice had no significant effect

-on the reading comprehension of ninth grade students when reading
comprehension was measured by Test 1 of the Sanford Diagnostic Reading

Test, Level III (Z) .iterature- related sentenct-combining practice had no
significant effect on the reading comprehension of ninth grade students.
when reading comprehension was masurediby a doze test of fifth word
deletion

Findings of ihis investigation suggest a need for further research
conducted over a longer -treatment period .Correlation resuls between
posttest scores of SDRT and CI.0/1 suggest the need for fu er
invottigation, perhap's utilizing a ClOre test deletion pattern o er than fifth

-word.

\
THE EFFTCTS OF VALUES CLA FICATION UPON READING
ACHIEVEMEW, BlOtOGY CON1ENT ACHIEVEMENT,
COGNITIVE LEVELS OF DEVELOPMENT AM) EXPRESSIVE
LANGUAGE, AND OTHER EACTOR

.
Order No. 8004441

COMP .TON, 1.4YR NA JEAN NELSON, ED. D. University of Northern Colorado,
1970. l88pp. '

Purpose The purpose of this study was to investigate the contribution of
participation in values clarification activities within a subject matter course
to the reading achievement scores of high school biology students.-

Hypotheses. (1) There will be no difference in the portion of the
variance explained by the full model containing all nine predictor variables
and The portion of the variance explained by the restricted model when the
prereading score variable is deleted from thefull model; (2) There will be
no difference in the portion of the valiance explained.by the full model
containing all nine predictor variables and the portion of the variance
explained by the restricted model when the values clarification activities
variableis deleted from the full model; (3) There will be no difference in
the portion of the variance explained by the full odel containing all nine
predictor variables and the portion of the varian xplained by the
resrtricted model when the cognitive level of deve pment variable, the age
variable, and the sex of the student variable are deleted from the Ml model;
(4) There will be no difference in the portion of the variance explained by
the full model containing all nine predictor variables and the portion of the
variance explained by the restricted model when the instructor variable, and
the biology courie type variables are deleted from the full model; (5) There

k will be no differenee in the portion of the variance explained by the Ibll
4, model containing all nine predictor variableS and the portion of the variance



captained bthe restricted model when the student achievement in content
vocabulary variable and the student ex presaive language variable ye deleted
from the full model

Nat-educes To meet the purposes of this study, conipansons were made
between the vocabulary and comprehension raw scores attained on the
Gates Mac Gime Reading Tests, Survey la Forms 1 and 2. 19 9 by students
in the ex penmental group who were taught with the addition of values.
clarification activities and hy students in Oat control group who were taught
in the lame manner without values clarification activities

Eight classes participated in a unit of instiliction that incorporated the
practical application of reading and focused on the development of factual
concepts concerning human reproduttion and the use of drugs

Conclusions (1) The reading achievement test irnctioned better as a
'predictor of readies achievement which included vocabulary and
tiompiebension than did any one of the other predictor variables However,
the combination of the other predictor variables functioned better as
predictors of reading achievement including vocabulary and-comprehension
than did the pretest alone: (2) Participation in values clarification activities
within a subject matter course had no effect upon the prediction of reading
achievement; (3) Thc combination ofstudcnt cognitive level of
development, student age in months, and the sex of the student had no
effect upon the prediction of reading achievement; (4) 'The combination of
the instructor of the course and the biology course type had no effect upon
the prediction of reading achievement; (5) The combination of student
achievement in content vocabulary and student cognitive level of expressive
lenguage had no effect upon the prediction of reading achievement.

a,

.1

B1SENSORY MENIO Y FOR coNcill'E AND ABSAACT
NOUNS IN DISABLE AND NORMAL READERS

GOLDBEFW. KAY EI.VN, Fi .1") University:of Siiuthern Caltfornui, 1979.

Chairman: Gerald S. !last ok

This study had two prino al purpose% The first was to determine
whether differences in recall accuracy and/or response style exist between
disabled and normal readers on a task requiring the free recall of bisensory
presentations of concrete and abstract nouns. "Die second purpose was to

jnvestigate the possibility of an interacticin of presentation modality witirthe
level of rated concreteness of stimulus words in a bisensory presentation.

Subjects were 23 disabled readers and 23 normal readers in the 10th end

llth grades Each subject viewed a slide-tape presentation in which
simultaneous auditory and visual lists of nonredundant nouns were
presented in trials of four audiovisual pairs The lists were presented at a

rate of one audiovisual pair each 2.5 seconds, with the level of concreteness

of nouns, vaned across modalities. Subjects were free to report the items of
the stimulus presentation in any order

The dependent measures for recall accu.racy were the frequency of
auditory word& visual words, concrete words, abstract words, and total

words correctly recalled by subjects. These data were statistically analyzed

using a 2x2x2 mixed repeated measures,analysis of variance Additionally,
the response style of subjects was assessed by recording the order of report
of words for each trial. The subject's entire response for a particular trial
was then classified as (a) a pair order response (characterized by the report

of items in the temporal order of arrival to the two senses in audiovisual .

pairs), (b) a modality otter response (characterieed by the report of items
from one modality followed by the items from theother modality), or (c) a
mixed order response (where the order of report could not be classified as

'either pair of modality). Separate one-way analyses of variance were
caleulated to compare group means for each of the three response types.

The statistical analysis for recall accuraca indicated significant main

effects for the three independent variables of presentation modality, word
concreteness, and reading group. More auditory words than visual words
were recalled by subjects. Concrete words were recalled more accurately
than abstract words. Group differences between disabled and normal
riaders were also found with regard to recall accuracy. However, none of

the interactions between the independerit variabies reached significance. -
From the statistical analyses for response style it mks determined that

disabled readers produced significantly fewer raair Order responses but a

significantly greater number of mixed order responses than normal readers.

'These data were considered as confirming the facilitative effect of
concreteness on recall, and also as corroborating the evidence from the
majority of bisensory studies that auditory presentation is more effirient
than visual presentation for short-term verbal memory. Although the
CC:inflicting evidence from bisensory digit span studies does not permit the
conclusion of a general bisensory memory deficirof disabled readers relative

to normal readers, the grOup differences in recall accuracy found in the

present snith wet(' interineted pv11.011114, to the use of nouns rather than

diglIS As Ins difluirli«.% in the piitiii inin of liaigNrdei

inponte, %Atte III it II t LIIL dr-31'1(d ititli lennalh
greater (tint, a to the interlinon id andiloo and yr \Hal information

at'

THE FJ-Flt 1 OF AN I-L1.111 R. RI ADING I atiolte

PROGRAM ON 5I-.1 11001. !, I I 'DE s
Order No. 8003090

Ki FiN, Amp, Pit I) The 11rurer,tr, Nri, Met tea, 1979 1S1pp

A secondary school leading project in. oly 'rig the tenth grade of a large

)4igh school was undertaken in the f all. 1917 I he clear need %vast() evaluate

this project and to assess significant, measurable data The number Of

students m the project was about MX), which were drawn from the total
population of 1.7(X) irytwo ynis of the project tin the basis of completing

pre- and post -testsIJ
The Mane of the leading skills plop any yyas ani.cl, with elle hour per

week taken from the regular Loglish class (for the enure year in cadi of two

years of the project) being the instruenonal time Ao eclectic group of
materials was used, with a serious attempt to individualize to each st 'dent's

needs using ayarlable materials Fatch student kept a folder with a rec rd of

work and a checklist of specific skills in reading that wye maCtere
Alfstudents were given the Comprehensive lest of basic Skills,

vocabulary and comprehension sections, aricithe Boners, Word Oppos es

Test both as pre-, and pre arid post tests Data gathering was done on

systematic basis The two experimental groups were compared with ea

other and were found to he equivalent l'hese groups were then analyz
k .longitudinall using the same students:eighth grade C113S s«nes, and i e

scores frolvhe fall of tenth grade and the scores from the spring of the

tenth grade It was found that the students gained significantly more in

reading scores during the one year of the tenth grade laboratory reading
program than in the total of the two previous y ears of traditional English

instruction 'No correlatiOn wasfound hem een the number of skills

mastered and pais on the Cl 115 comprehension Sechon No correlation

warfound between the gains on the Word Opposites Test for the two

groups.
. The study concluded that the additiQn of reading skills insuuction usin

'an eclectic set of majenals in a rt\gular l'nglish program pfoduced significa t

gains on standardized tests

A COMPARISON OF 1E EFFECTS OF TWO TYPES OF
ADVANCE ORG4dfzERS ON (.01a4PREDENSION OF A

_READING TASP Order No. 80028r
KNEEN. MARY JANE, PH.D The Unirersio. of Toledo, 1979. 115pp.

The purpose of this dissertation Was to compare the effects of two types
of advance organizers, guide material and the structured overview, on
comprehensi* of a reading task The Subjects were seventh graders from

, th0Vashing ton Local School District. The topic of the readings was the
nullKcation crisis of 1828. The guide material wast 500 word passage
cehtering around the key words included in the reading task The structured
overview was a graphic representation of the key words included in the
reading task The reading task was 2500 words in length.

All instruments were designed and implemented by the expenmenter.
After the subjects received the treatment (one of the advance organizers),
they had the opportunity to ask questions. Next, they received the reading
task, which was followed by the twenty-five item comprehension test.

The purposes of this study were to determine: (1) Which form of
ads ance organizer resulted in greater cdmprehension of a reading task as
evidenced by comprehension of a reading task as evidenced by
comprehension test perforinance. (2) Which form of advance organizer was
most effective for high, middle, or low ability reiders. (3) Which form of
advance Organizer was more effective for boys and which form was more
effective for Oils. .

Ninety-stx.subjects were involved in this study. A three way'completeta
crossed ANOVA waS used to analyze the data. Each cell waS of equal size
The independent variables were instruction, reading ability, an xeThe

two levels of instruction were guide material and the structured erview.



The three levels of reading abdity were high, middle, and low Iths %%as'

based on student performance on the Stanford I hagnostir Reading lest.
Brown Level Form A %%Inch was administered to all seventh graders III the

Washington I oi al Srhuol 1 tisti iii in I ebroari 1979 II( school ofh( ials

Next, means Were (ompar ed by treatment. sex, and mrdffig atnliti hotlY
student questions s,yere examMed-and considered. although not statistically

analyzed.
The findings and conclusions of this study were as follows- (I) 'The

structured ox el vie w resulted in signifkantly gd.ater comprehension of the

reading task than did guide material as evidenced b «nnprehension test
per formam. e (2) The so mimed os cix ICV wa.t niioi C crier me in 1,1(11114111

comprehension o e leading task than guide material for all reading abilit)

groups as evi (ed b comprehension test pet formatter. (1) There was no
interacuon Truing sex. treatment. and reading abilit Combinations of
reading ability and sex did not reseal ddlet ential performance in the two
groups Further two and three was combinations oftll cuts did not
significantl change the pattet n of performance (Wien (711CeS (4) Student

questions asked 13 the guide matenal group Were for defunt)011S of non

content specific sk cud. skink. question< a'sked bi the slim-lured riser viex(
group frequently exceeded the scope of the slog-lured (is yr\ iew

EFFECTS OE 'TRANSACTIONAL EVALUATION ON READLVG
ATTITUDES AND ACHIEVENTENT Ok HIGH SCHOOL
STUDFNTS.'/PARTICIPA TING IN AN INTERDIS('IPLINARY
READING PROGR AM Order No. 8011068

LIVINGSTON. R081.11I A ANN M('CIARIN, n) 1) New Me.xico State
University. 1979 274pp Chairman: Professor Jerald 1..'Reece

Purpose_ The purpose of this study was to investigate the attitudinal
changes and concomitant gains in reading achievement of high school
students qfilizing the transactional es aluation process tn an interdisciplinary
reading program

The process of transactional evaluation (11.)involves program
participants (students) in program change or modification through the
development of and responses to the Transactional Fvaluation Instrument
(rEl).

Procedures. Ninth, tenth, and elesenth grade students enrolled at
Socorro High School were pre- and post-tested with the Semantic
Differential attitude scale and,the Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test. Pupils
were categorized according to their enrollrpent in classes Hist meted by
either experimental (TE). project control (C-1) br nonproject control (C-2)
teachers. One hundred eighty-eight students who qualifi as either
experimental or control subjects completed pre-/post test struments
which measured the amount of gain in reading,attitude and hievement
obtained during the seven-month experiment.

Ten teachers, voluntarily participating in the Title IV-C federal '-'
innovative program, "Teaching Reading irt All Disciplines (TRIAD), were
selected as either experimental (TE) or project control (C-1) through &-
stratified randomiiation prbcess according to content area. Five teachers
were placed in each group. TRIAD project teachers pattripated in a \
transactional evaluation process as part of their 48 required hours of group
and individual inservice sessions focused on teaching reading in content
areas and integrating reading skills into their instructional techniques.
Nonproject teachers received notraining.

Furiherqtore, the five TE teachers conducted a TE in one of their own
classrooms skiJe simultaneously integrating reading-study skills. The
proidct control 1chers Conducted no TE's.

Findings, (1) The mean pretest/post-test differences on at titude scores
were significantly greater for the experimental group (TE) and project
control (C-1) than for the nonproject control group (C-2). (2) No
significant differences were found among the three groups on Decoding.
Vocabulary, and Comprehension. The TE group gained significantly MOM
than the C-i group On Reading.Rate (Skimming and Scannibg, and Fast
Reading). Although the differences were not significant at the .05 level,
Comprehension gain scores favored the experimental groups. (3) Although
sex and grade level were not controlled variables within the parameters of
this snidy, interesting trends were observed' favoring' experimental males.
(4) Student Attitude toward reading was positively correlated to a
significant degree with eleventh-grade project control Comprehension gala
scores and with TE tenth-grade Decoding gain scores. (5) The experimental
teachers' evaluation of conducting ale TE in their content classes yiejed
these iMpOrtant teacher perceptions: (a) Teachers gained valuable
undentanding of students' needs and feelings; (b) students benefited--
especially in attitude toward clasSroom management and heightened interest
in the subject matter; (c) each teacher expressed optimism about
OOnducting future TE's as a means of obtaining greater insight for
initniction'al improvement and as a Motivational strategy.

('oneltinona. Fran.... trona) exaluanon had a signal( ant effect upon
participating teacheis' and students altitudes irm and ITading Although die
differences s%ele not always sirnan mit the leadmy, luesejnent iesuhts
favored the espyi oriental poop' 1 he glealest rldlettni Cs r tilled bet ween
project and_nonploy-ct students, ins (ih ement with I RI Al) seemed to exert
a strong, positiselpfluence on the results of this study

11-IF. SYLLABLE OR 'A LIC CENTIAL.GROUP AS A FACTOR
OF WORD PERCE Order No. 8007396iii
MEND.AK PUGGY ANN, Northwestern University, 1979 100pp.

The nature of word /ierception was investigated as it relates to the
variables of the number of syllables or Vocalic Center Groups (VCOs)
contained in a word, the number of letters comprising a word and the age of
the reader It was predicted that the nuniher of VCGs and number of letters
in a wOrd would affect perceptual accuracy and that the number of VCOs
would have more of an effect on perceptual accuracy than the number of
letters. Younger students were predicted to be less accurate in their
perception of tachistoscopically exposed words than older students.

Subjects included 17 eighth-grade students from a suburban Chicago
junior high school and 17 students from Northwestern University. Test
words were chosen from the Thorndike-lorge word count (1944) and
included worcLs with 8, 10 and 12 letters and 2, 3. 4 and 5 syllables or VCGs.
Categories of worcLs resulted from letter/VCG combinations, e g., 8
letters/2 VCGs, 10 letters/2 VCGs, etc. Results were analyzed according to
date gathered on 7 wordS per category which were controlled for frequency.
Each subject was shown the series f test words tachistoscopically for 20
msec and asked to report verbally what was seen.

Age was found to be the only significant factor. A possible cause for the
difference in expected and actual outcomes was attriputed to the possibility
that configuration and featural characteristics of words might have
interfered wIth perceptual accuracy.

AN INSER VICE MANUAL FOR TEACHING CONTENY'READLNG
SKILLS: GRADES TEN TO TWELVE Order No.11005132

NIELSEN, KAREN ELVA JACOBSEN, EirD. Brigham Young University, 1979.
284pp. Chairman: Earl L Grossen

This dissertation consisted of deve oping and writing an inservice
teacher training manual of functional models and strategies for teaching
reading in the content area, secondary school, grades ten to twelve. Since
illServiCe training manuals are geneally not available, a need existed for a
well-organired manual of strategieslind procedures for teaching those.
reading skills. Thepanual focused on skills leisons in the areas of wOrk
identification, vocabulary, literal and interpretive comprehension, and
aiticsl and applied comprehension, and.reading study skills, along with
evaluation and information rtlated to die reading deficient student. The
manual was field tested in college classes and with inservice teachers in a
rural high school in New Mexico. Surveys of attitudes and competency to

' teeth reading skills were given student-3 in ciillege classes and inservioe
teachers following the training. All results were positive.

THE EFFECT OF CONFIRMATION OF. ANSWERS ON COP4
PREIIENSION IN READING "415-ider NO. 8002068

PATERRA, Mary Elizabeth Cecelia, Ph.D. University of Mary-'
land, 1979. 467pp. Supervisor: Dr. Robert V. Duffey

This experimental study provided information on the achieve-
ment of junior high school students on A criterion measure coil-
slating of higher order and lower order questions following
story parts when three different conditions for answering ques-
tions were used. The conditions were: (I) reading story parts
and answering questions following by review of the story mate-
rial to locate the answers, (2) reading story parts once and



answering questions following by rerall tho story material,
r.s .wice and ,Inwering...tirift!,t tonq fill-and (3) reading stor y pa I t

!owlet by i.e.i II of the tbaleil.11 Strident in comlitions
(2) and (3) received nswer n, to the question% ((Mutt mg I ecall.

Research questions conceined students achievement in the
three conditions and the extent to which per for mance differ-
ences were related to the ex of the students, st Mien( achieve-
ment in anawer mg higher in del questions, students' achieve
mete hi answering low e o filer ter-Mons, and students'
performance en the ci del ion uleasol es related to colopi viten-
stun and aptitude,subtests scores from the towa Tests of Basic

To answer the research questions'within the limitations of
the study, 17 boys and 60 girls attending a suburban minor high
school welly. seleced as subjects Subjects read four stories
taken from the Houghton Mifflin Reading Series for Fourth .
Grade. These stories were divided into Nils suitable for tower
order and higher order questions to be asked. Each story part
was preceded by a guiding question and was follnwed by the
guiding question repeated, two lower order questions, and two
higher order questions. Students responses to the guiding
quoketons were not included In the data. For the two conditions
providing answers to the questions, the answers were in the
test booklets following the questions. Students were randomly,
assigned to conditions in their regularly scheduled Fnglish
classes. Timo spent reading and answering questions was re-
corded for each student

Analysis of covariance with homogeneity of regression test
was used to answer the questions relative to titudent verfor-
mance on
corrplatio

re test inatenals In the three conditions. 4iivariate
is were comoutett to ascertain the relation of student

performance on the criterion measure to comprehension and
aptitude.

Conclusions

I.. Significant differences in perfermance on the criterion
measure, higher order questions:and lower order questions
were within the comprehensnm score range of one standard de-
viation below the county grade level equivalent mean. GA, and
within the aptituthepercentile range between 2 and 95.

2 . Wit hin these ranges, girls performed significantly better
than boys Girls who read story parts twice achieved signifi-
cantly higher sCores than girls in the other twO conditions. Boys
who used locate achieved significantly higher scores than boys
who used recall.

3. Correlations between students' performance on te cri-
terton and reading comprehension and ori the criterion a pti-
tude ranged from .31 for girls to .70 fot boys.

4. There wereno significant differences in fhe time spent
reading and answering questions hi the three conditions.

For Theory
Confirmation achieved through' locate and through access to

correct answers was differentially effective for less able stu-
`dents and perfermance differences were related to the sex of
the student.

For Teachim

(1) Structur reading activity format is appropriate for
silent reading ass nments. (2) Able readers use recall and
locate with facility. (3) Less able readers need systematic in-
struction in.locate to enable boys to use this skill efficiently
and to enable girls to use both recall a.nd locate efficiently.
(4) Reaping comprehension and aptitude subtest scores from the
Iowa Teists of Basle Skills must be interpeeted differently/or
boys and girls.

For liesearch
(1) Research should Include a larger sample, elementary

students, high school students, and a longer period of tinie.
(2) Reseaich should be made Into able and less able readers'
preference for locate and recall.
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Onc lerodied and li)nt\ ciplit socoth iztaders at \ OM 1 Ilan Junior
High Si hoof lieulfhe. ( 'oheado pane ipated in this %tilde-skills research

ademn scan fesents students neeived studystud dining the 19 ei 19/9
skills instruction (tirannent) wf.entt,elyht students did not receive
instruction Selection of students to receive this treatment eas based upon
assignment to a geoeiaph) class of the school master schedule

Scripts sets iff student handouts arid sets of traesparencres were
developed and used in the study skills cou.rse 1-ach session was .

administered during a 4? minute geography class pcnod by Me geography
teacher and en assisting teacher

Multiple theft(' tplestIonS were incorporated info a cognitive te.S1 of
study skills information A stud) habits questionnaire was administered to
assess changes in stud habits tirade point av claps and geography grades
Were Used to &lel-Mine academic et hies einem

Thts Study employed a1x 2x lx 3, mixed model, analysis of
covanance design to test hypotheses numbered 1. 3. 4. 5. and 6 The
Cshforma lest of Basic Skills eas used as the emanate A modification of
this design, a..1 x 2 x 3. mixed model. analysis of covariance was used to
test hypothesis number 1 Student prediction of their own firsleseelesler
grades eas the emanate The subject classification factors (inderit ndent

nables) e ere treatment, teacher, student ability level and sex Thei
variables were: knowledge of study skillettUdy habits. grade

point average (at the end of the first arid second semesters) and geography
grades (at the end of the first and second semesters )

Six hypotheses were formulated in the null form and tested by anttlysis
of covanance
t A significant method effect was found on the students' measured

knowledge of stud skills \o other significant method effeus were found
for the other dependent variables Ihus, the stud) skills instruction
(treauneni) was definitely supenor to the conerol method in the effect on the
knowledge of study skills 11 was not found to he any more effective than the
control in tennis of changing students' study habits or enhancing their
academ ic achievement.

LEARNING FROM READING AT THE SECONDAI6 LEVEL:
AN INVESTIGATION INTO COGNITIVE OPERA,TIONS EM
PLOYED IN THE RECONSTRUCTION OF"rKxT CONTENT

Order No. 9000622

SMITH, Sharon Lynn, Ed.D. Indiana University, 1979. 184pp.
Chairperson: Dr. Carl B. Smith

The purpose of this study wastto investigate the effects-or
differential instructions on 'verbal reconstructions of text con
tent by tenth grade students aud to test the applicability of an
integrated three-way model of responses to reading represent-
ing cognitive operations performed on content held in memory.
This research was based fipon reconstructive theOries of com-
prehension and learning, which suegest that the type of instruc
tions given to students before reading will affect the degree towhich they engage in schema -integration (if new and existing.
information.

A tot3) of 111 students pa rtiripated as subjects, of whom
95 completed the three tasks of the study: an unprobed oral
retelling of content immediately or one day after review, and
a written reconstruction of coetent ten days :Mee review. Sub-
jects Were divided into three experimental groups differenti-
ated by instructions to (1) prep. e for an oral discussion of
material, (2) preptiegAir an objt tiye test, or N prepare for
an unspecified assessment. Half o each group did the retell-
ihg task first, alid half the obJeetlle test first. Retelling pro-tocols and written recoAtructions were scored for nember of
fecall, inference and aupplementation 'reeponses. Written re-
conStructions were also rated for deierence. Students also
completed attitude and interest measures, the results of which
were correlated with the scores of all dependent variables.

A peries of two-way ANOVAs for fixed effects design
showed no significant effect of task oetjer keteilling or Alec-



ce,

tiiye test first) on any of the drilI:inlent val tables, tyko signift
cant effects of insti and no ..igniLicant interactions.
Instructions to prcpare for an uhtective test 4 emitted in nig
nifIcantiv inore oral -.implementation c fill11;
predictitni of the woi Ling hypothesis. Ins!! %whorl!: to prepare
for a iii..eussion I (-,ulted in significantly ci eater. cohei enre
written I econst ructions, confirming-the prediction that instruc-
tions to prepare for discussion leads to mot e 01 ramied rep-
resentation of odor ;nation in 10" ti., iii memory These results
were intlerfneted caution...4h' in view of lhe !.tionr, tidence that
instruction-. a., en did not stgnificanth. affect the retelling
st ratew es of these students

It 1.4.-an I ()minded that .onie support for a schema -based
view if r onquelien..ion after I railing %%as achieed Students'.
at this leel (mid to integrate recall And inference responses
but do not enture far into the area of supplcmentation, iridi
Cating a need for guidance in making Associations between new
and prior knowledge. Interest and recall scores both cot re
kited most highly with recall IIIV:INUICS, suggesting .1 need for
further III% eStig.11 hollti along these lines. Further reseal ch infothe natu UP Of tilippirtillntatton wag suggested, as well .15 stud
tea featur inr; gro:iter elabo.ration of instructions with some
provision fur feedback to deterniineahtiw well students under
stand the intent of differential instructior Also recommended
were studies controlling for the variable of mode of expres-
sion or comparing xi, r itteir and oral modes within a single timeframe. This study also-suggests the need for examination of
patterns of respons'es over different age groups.

THE EFFECT OF IDGH AND LOW INTEREST ON THE
READING MISCUES, STRATEGIES AND BEHAVIORS OF
SECONDARY STUDENTS WIHjE READING AMERICAN
HISTORY MATERIAIS Order No. 8004477

TANNER, Wiwi_ LOWELL ED D University of Northern Colorodo, 1979
191pp

., The Pryblern The purpose of this study was to investigate and descnbe
- the effect of high and low reader imerest in what is read on reading

stiategies and reading behaiors selected by the reader while reading U S
Ffistory matenals / ,

Questions. Four questions were formulated to guide this study- They ,

were: (1) What is the quantitative effect of high and low interest on miscues
in U.S. Elisio,* materials? (2) What is-the qualitative effect of high and low

.s.. interest rea,ding on the three cueing systdms: graphophorkic, semantic, and
syntactic di L.S History matenal ? (3) What is thgeffect of high andlow
Mtertzst on what is remembered f reading? (4) What is the effect of high
Ind low interest reading on the typ f readimphehaviors used to read the
material and their effectiveness?

'Procedure. Two Interest In .entones were administered to identify U.S
History topics of high a d lo nterest to students One was administered to
teachers and one to soph res and juniors Passages for Reading Miscue
Inventories (tMEs) were developed for the iwo topics identified as high
interest and the two topics identified as low interest Twotesting sessions
were scheduled for each student_ Within the first testing session, each
student ranked the four topics identified in the Interest I nventones from
most interesting to read to least interesting to read. Based on their choice of
topic of high and low interest, an RMI passage was selected and
administered.iThen a Reading Behavior Checklist (RBC) was administered.
In the second testing session, each student read the RMI of opposite interest
and filled out a second RBC

Trewment of the Data, All miscues made by each student while reading
with high and low interest were recorded and coded. Students' retelling
scores were calculated based on their verbalization of what was remembered
from their reading iq high gnd low interest Material. The pattern of retelling
waS also noted. Frdin the Reading Behavior Checklist, the total number of
reading behaviors used by students when reading in high and low interest
materials was tabulated, T-tests for correlated samples were computed to
test the significance of difference between mean percentages ascenained for
miscue analysis, retelling, and rea ng behaviors In reading matenal of high
and low interest.

Conclusions. (1) Students m e more miscues when readingin.U.S.
History Taterial they ranked as I w in interest than they made when
reading in U.S. History material ranked as high in interest: (2) Material of
high and low interest did vot seem to effect the use of the readers' cueinp
systems. Only six of the fourteen mean percentages in subcategories of

. miscue analysis showed significant differences between theilomeans. Readers
who ranked themselves as "good" or "average" in reeding ability, as the
readers in the study'did, consittently relied on the same cueing systems for

..._.

reading in material with high interest as for reading in matefitl of low
interest I en though some aspects of nimuc analysis vaned, the cueing
systems most effectively used in tooth types of material were the syntactic
and senianin (1) Students remenibcied mote litc,ral level information
during IC1(111111: Iiootii M141(1131 the% tanked :Is being of high interest than
they remember,d horn material thes ranked as low interest (4) Students'
reading sualegies were classified as more elk( Mc when reading with high
interest (S) Students manifested a greater nullifier of reading behaviors and
a greater number of effective behaviors in material ranked as high in
mierest

-It SWIM. OF I IIF FITIfl S OF TRAINING IN .f in: SKILL OF'

- TARIM; NOTES FROM \\ 12l rrEN MATI RM. ON SEVENTH
GRADE S TUDENTS , Order No. 8005603

WILEY. MARY I Li DiATON. 1- II I) Unlyer1Ify oj llOulion, 1979 99pp.

Chairperson: Dr Douglas Tomas

The purpose of the study was to examine the influence of training in the
-study skill of notetaking on notetaking perfomiance by sesenth grade
students, and further, to ascertain what influence this training had on the
students' performance on tests pf hteial recall This iiivestigatiOn focused on

tithe demographic vanables of age and sex, as well as r earth thhypoeses
considenng class level, inntenal prepared according to eadability level, and
the effect of training on the scares of literal recall for the-matenal from
which.noteshad been taken Pretesrposuest quasi-experimental design was
used to compare the pet formance of expenmental and control groups.

,../
Six classes, with a total of 84 students, from Spnng Branch Junior High

School, represented the three achievement groupings of the suburban
school distna, two accelerated (K), two average (1.). and two slower (M).

'All subjects (three control groups and three expenrnental groups) took
two pretests in taking notes. One passage was administered to all classes and
at the median reading level for all classes: the other tests were prepared at
the median class reading level. The expenmental classes worked at least 12
kssons from Unit V "Notetaking and Outlining" in addition to Skill Starter
lessons from the Science Research Associates Organizing and Reporting
Skills (1978) program. Students independently worked, checked, and
recorded.their work. Teacher involvement was minimal, The control classes
hadkno formal training. Li

After the period of training for tht.experimental groups, all groups took
notes from passages similar to the pretests: one passage prepared for
readability and the other common to all classes. Notetaking Efficiency
.Quotients were calculated.

Four daysafter the two posttests of notetaking, all students were allowed
-to res iew their notes prior tataking a multiple choice test of literal recal1.1

The percentage of ideas found in the notes was correlfited with the score on
the test of recall. .

The data were analyzed tiling statistical calculations of frequencies.
breakdowns, mests. ANOVA, and Pearson Product Moment Correlation.

The following conclusions were drawn: (1) Seventh grade students who
received training in notetaking scored higher on a test of notetaking
efficiency on both common passages and passages prepared for readability.
(2) No significant difference was found due to sex. (3) NO significant
difference was friund due to age (4) Group membership was significant in
improving scoresof naetaking etency. The accelerated group improved
most, the slower group improved ond best, ttfe average group improved
but not to a significant degree. (5) There was a high positive significant
correlation between the number of ideas found in the notes and scores on .
tests of literal recall on the Common Test Althoughthere was a positive
correlation ber.aleen ideas and recall on the Level Tests, the correlation was
not significant. (6) Both the accelerated group and the average group
showed significant correlation between their literal recall test scores and the
number of ideas found in their notes, on tests controlled for readability. The
slower group showed the lowesi correlation between the number of ideas
found in notes and scores on tests of literal recall.
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A. COMPARISON OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT IN SELECTED
READING PROGRAMS AND THEIR IMPACT ON I.EARNING

t Order No. 8003711

WINN, WNONA Pir D. Kansas Srare Univers:0., 1979. 236pp.

This dissertation examines two differeni approaches to leaching reading
to se% enth grade studentS who were ex penencing difficulties in reading
oontent itea matetials. One of the reading programs was described as a



./
ltaditzonal basal approach to reading illsouction The other reading
program was drstnbed as an expenrnental individualized approach to
reading instruction in,the content areas

The participants i the program were 104 seventh grade it.medial
reader s. c-ifty nme were randomly assfimed bytabthly strata to the
aperimental reading program and fogy-five were randomlY assignecd
abflfty suats to the traditional reading program The subjects were pre and
post tested using the California Achievement Test The achievement test
covered three areas: reading. English and mathematics The pre and post
test SCOreS were analyzed using a two-yay anslysts of variance

The results indicated the expenmental group made higher mean scores
at tbe .10 level in all three tested 4reas than dicPthe students enrolled in the
trallitional program

The ftndings from thts study indicated reading skills can be fused with
content area subject materials Through direct Insiruction. remedial reading
students qui.trans(gr reading skills to other subject matter
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